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Notes from Brent
Brent says to consider the following if you are using this code to implement a file updater.

I want to point out that using the last modified date of a file would be a better indicator of a file's freshness
than its size. The size may not change between updates, especially if an update involves correcting typos in
text (the "teh" for "the" variety) or changing BMP files.

But comparing the date returned by the server to the local date and time doesn't always ensure problem-
free updating because there is no guarantee that the local date and time are accurate. And there's no
guarantee that the server is accurate, for that matter. It would be most appropriate to compare server time
to server time between updates, thus requiring the storing of the most recently retrieved file date. But if it
is the first update check, the only option is to use the local time for comparison.

Modifications

Here are the modifications to my demo to query the file date, instead of its length:

-] FIND]---

5 As ULong, _ ' HTTP_QUERY_CONTENT LENGTH
---[ REPLACE WTH ]---

11 As ULong, _ ' HTTP_QUERY_LAST MODI Fl ED
-] FIND]---

Print Buffer$; " Bytes"

---[ REPLACE WTH ]---
Print Buffer$

Demo

Text here.
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"Retrieving HITP Content-| ength Deno
"By Brent D. Thorn, 8/2005

renot eFil e$ =
"http://babek.info/libertybasicfiles/inmages/|bfor2.gif"

BUFFER. SI ZE = 32 'size of buffer to hold length string
Open "w ninet" For DLL As #i net

"I't would be a good idea to test for an Internet
‘connection before proceding. This deno assunes
'you have one al ready.

' Register a new user agent. Use proxy settings
' set up in Internet Options Control Panel.
Cal | DLL #i net, "InternetQpenA",
"My User Agent" As Ptr, _
0 As Long, _ 'INTERNET_OPEN _TYPE_PRECONFI G
_NULL As Long,
_NULL As Long,
0 As ULong, _
hl net As ULong
If hinet = 0 Then [ErrExit]

" Open a request to a renote file. This does not
' download the file, but sinply requests its
" headers, one of which should be "Content-Ilength."
Struct pdw, Context As ULong
Cal | DLL #i net, "InternetQpenUrl A",

hl net As ULong, _

renoteFile$ As Ptr

_NULL As Long,

0 As Long,

0 As ULong, _

pdw As Struct, _

hRequest As ULong
| f hRequest = 0 Then [ErrExit]

" Query Content-length fromthe headers and copy

" the nunber of bytes to a string buffer. One could

" call this function with an enpty buffer and it
“wll fill pdw BufferLength.struct with the required
" buffer size.

Struct pdw, BufferLength As ULong

pdw. Buf f er Lengt h. struct = BUFFER Sl ZE
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Buf fer$ = Space$(BUFFER. S| ZE) +Chr $( 0)

Struct pdw2, Index As ULong

pdw2. I ndex. struct = 0

Cal | DLL #inet, "HttpQueryl nfoA",
hRequest As ULong,

5 As ULong, _ ' HTTP_QUERY_ CONTENT LENGTH

Buffer$ As Ptr,
pdw As Struct, _
pdw2 As Struct,
ret As Long

If ret = 0 Then [ErrExit]

Buffer$ = Left$(Buffer$, pdw BufferLength.struct)

Print Buffer$;, " Bytes"

[ ErrEXit]

If ret Then Print "Error ":ret

Free the handl es we created and exit.

| f hRequest Then _

Cal | DLL #inet, "InternetC oseHandl e", _
hRequest As ULong, ret As Long

I f hinet Then _

Cal | DLL #inet, "Internetd oseHandl e",

hl net As ULong, ret As Long

Cl ose #i net

End
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If you get an error, find GetLastError on MSDN. There
you will find alink to a list of error codes.
Cal | DLL #kernel 32, "GetlLastError", ret As ULong

page 3/3


http://www.tcpdf.org

	LengthofFileonInternet

